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THE SPENCER CHRISTIAN
October and November Happenings
DWF Fall Breakfast & Bake Sale
Join us on Saturday, October 5th from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. for the annual event. Come and fill up on
breakfast of omelets, rolls, and drinks…...then stop at the tables on your way out and pick up some goodies for you or your friends for another time. Baked good donations may be dropped off on Friday. Invite
your friends and family for food and fellowship.
Fall Clean Up Workday
See Stan for details and join the guys for a workday on Saturday, October 12th at 9:00 a.m. Bring your
muscles and even a friend if you want, and have a morning of fellowship working on outside projects.
Mission Day
If working outside isn’t your thing, then join us indoors on Saturday, October 12 at 9:00 a.m. and help
make fleece blankets to be distributed to Spencer area groups in need. Never made them before? No worries, we can show you what to do. Come and join in the fellowship of the day.
Family Movie Night
We are watching “Mary Poppins Returns” on the patio on Saturday, October 19th. Bring the family and
join in the fun watching the newest Mary Poppins movie.
Adult Bible Study
Come out on Wednesday, October 23rd at 5:30 p.m. and join us for the a study of the movie “Apostle Peter and the Last Supper” being shown in its entirety that evening with discussion to follow.
T.A.G. Kids Club Baked Potato Bar Fundraiser
The youth of the church are putting on a baked potato bar event to raise money to go to retreats and summer camp. Come and enjoy lunch on Sunday, October 27th from noon to 1:30 p.m. See flyer inside for
more details.
Longhouse/Northshire Service
We are providing the afternoon service on Sunday, October 27th at 4:45p.m. at Longhouse and 5:15p.m.
at Northshire. Join us if you can.
T.A.G. Midweek Kids Club
T.A.G. Midweek Kids Club meets from 4:15 – 5:15 on Wednesday afternoons. Join us for some fun and see
what is new this year.
Fall & Winter Youth Retreats
This year’s retreats start with the Chi Rho retreat November 1-3 for those in Grades 6-8 at the Christian
Conference Center Campgrounds in Newton, Iowa. More details inside.

From the Desk of Pastor JoAnn
It is officially fall. As I write this article today it is actually too cool to have the office window
opened and I have seen a few trees with leaves already turning colors. The fairs are in the history
books and school is in full swing. My dad always got a little sad when he would drive by the state
fair grounds on his way to work after the fair ended and he would see the midway being dismantled
and vendors streaming out on their way to the next event. It made him think about winter not being far off and he didn’t care much for the cold weather. I like to think he was also thinking about
how busy things would be getting now that school was starting and lots of things at church were
beginning again after the summer break.
At First Christian Church fall is an exciting time! Our TAG Midweek program has started
again, we just kicked off Sunday School on the 22nd and we will be holding the Omelet Breakfast in
a few short days. No time to sit back and rest right now and that’s good. Even as we prepare for the
Omelet Breakfast we are also beginning to think about the Thanksgiving Dinner and about Christmas. In the month of October we are going to try something a little different for our Adult evening
Bible Study. On October 23rd our Bible Study will meet at 5:30 to view the movie “Apostle Peter
and the Last Supper”. We will also be having a family movie night Saturday, October 19th at 7:00
and we will be viewing the movie “Mary Poppins Returns”. As you can see things are not winding
down they are just getting started. I hope you will be able to be a part of many of these exciting activities in our congregation in October.

Serving Schedule/Signup
October 2019
Date

October 6

October 13

October 20

October 27

World Communion Sunday

Pastor

Joann Thomas

Joann Thomas

Joann Thomas

Joann Thomas

Elder
Deacons

Shirley Clark
Stan Nissen
Sam Gray
Nancy Triggs
Kylie Guider

Shirley Clark
Stan Nissen
Sam Gray
Nancy Triggs
Kylie Guider

Shirley Clark
Stan Nissen
Sam Gray
Nancy Triggs
Kylie Guider

Shirley Clark
Stan Nissen
Sam Gray
Nancy Triggs
Kylie Guider

Deacon Preparer
Greeter

Marilyn Zellaha
Bob & Bev Stewart

Marilyn Zellaha

Marilyn Zellaha
Nancy Triggs

Marilyn Zellaha
Marcia Christy

Worship Leader

Nancy Triggs

Coreen Boernsen

Linda Gray

Shirley Clark

Children’s Moment

JoAnn Thomas

JoAnn Thomas

Joann Thomas

Joann Thomas

Audio Tech

Isaiah Gray

Heather Andersen

Julie Kinsley

Isaiah Gray

Video Tech

Julie Kinsley

Isaiah Gray

Heather Andersen

Julie Kinsley

Song Leader

Special Services this month: Oct 6th: Reconciliation Offering; Home Communion–Oct 13—Shirley Clark

Emailed information from the Conference Center:
Dear Disciples,
I'm writing to tell you about a pressing need we have at the Christian Conference Center. After over 50 years of use, the
flat roof over the Dining Hall has finally given us all the years it has to give. We now have a perpetual leak over the kitchen
that can no longer be repaired, according to several experts. Consequently, the entire roof over the Dining Hall needs to
be replaced as soon as possible. This work must take place quickly in order for the Lodge to be sealed up for the winter.
The total base bid for the replacement of the roof is $71,000. There may be additional work needed for deteriorated metal
decking. In order for the roof work to be done, the air conditioning unit above the kitchen must be removed and replaced.
This is an old AC unit we are currently putting $3,000-$5,000 into annually to keep it running. The bid for a new AC unit
is $12,368. While we do not currently have all the funds in place to do this work, it must be done anyway. We will begin a
fundraising campaign to secure the rest of the funding for the roof immediately.
This is not the sort of camp update that I like to send out to you all. However, it is a pressing need as we cannot operate
our kitchen or dining facilities with a perpetual roof leak. You, our churches and our friends, have always supported us so
faithfully and we have trust that this will be the case again. I hope you will help us spread the news about this great need
at the Christian Conference Center.
If you or your church would like to donate toward this project, you can go here: https://
docgeneralassembly.webconnex.com/rooffund.
You can also send a check to the Christian Conference Center, 5064 Lincoln St., Newton, IA 50208 with "roof project" in
the memo. Thank you for your continued support of the ministry at the Christian Conference Center! The rest of the staff
and I covet your prayers as we undertake this project.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace,
Tiff

Worship Schedule
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.

Monthly Ministry Council Meeting
This month’s meeting is Wednesday, October 9th at 7:30 p.m. As always, the congregation is welcome to attend and listen to the Ministry Council meeting. Committee
meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. prior to the Ministry Council meeting. Mark your
calendars to attend.
Home Centered Communion

The Elders will be bringing Home Centered Communion this month on Sunday,
October 13th after church services.
Donations Needed
We are looking for new or used tshirts, printed or plain color (long or short sleeve),
for a future mission project here at the church. If you have any that no longer fit, or
you just don’t wear them any longer……….consider bringing them to the office at the
church to be recycled into reusable “shopping” bags sometime in the near future.
Watch for more details in future newsletters and bulletins of when we will be getting
together to make the shirts into bags…….pretty easy to do and will be appreciated
by those who receive them …… so everyone will be welcome to participate in the
project.
“Bells of Joy” bell choir will be performing the 2nd & 4th Sundays in October. All are invited and encouraged to participate in this fun fellowship.
Everyone is welcome to participate. Thanks and thank you to Shirley Clark
for leading this group

Prayers, Concerns and Celebrations
Our Prayers Go Out To:

Isaiah & Whitney Gray, Jerry Groenewold, Ken Hicks, Linda Smith, Lane Frederick, Carold Carlton, Max Hurdle, Ruth & Raymond Russell, Linda Anderson, Kylie Guider’s daughter Orissa Sue,
Doris Nissen, Coreen Boernsen, Larry Clark, Carol Drake on the loss of her grandson, Steve Fox,
Boernsen family on the loss of both Coreen & Rodney’s mothers.
Prayer Concerns, Joys & Updates
Please let the church office know information for prayer requests, joys & updates by emailing office@spencerdisciples.org or calling 712-262-2945. You can also leave a message on the answering machine with the information You are invited to contact Julie Kinsley@712-260-4349 by phone call or
text message or email jkinsley@smunet.net.
The information will be sent out as soon as possible via email and text (if you are signed up). This is a
safe and secure way of receiving weather related cancellations, prayer chains and concerns as well as
other information pertaining to First Christian Church. Your phone number and name are never seen
by anyone else.

WHOLE PEOPLE, HOLY PEOPLE MINISTRIES

.

Food Drive

The Food Drive is continuing for Upper Des Moines.
Boxed dinners, rice, and pasta are in high demand because you can feed many people with a few ingredients.
Help us help others by bringing nonperishables to the
church and adding them to the cart to be taken to the local Upper Des Moines food pantry. Also need cleaning
supplies, bathroom supplies, soaps, hygiene items.

Kids 1st is a ministry of
First Christian Church,
dedicated to helping
meet the needs of infants and children in
Spencer and the surrounding communities.
Through FCC local outreach fund, donations,
and help from local
businesses, Kids 1st offers baby needs
(diapers, wipes, diaper
creams, baby wash/
lotion, etc.) for a reduced cost to families
once a month. Everyone qualifies (Limit per
family) to purchase diapers, wipes and other
supplies. Prices are
subject to change. The
next date is October
12th from 5:00 – 7:00
pm. Proceeds and donations will go to replenish the baby items
for the next month.
DON’T FORGET TO
TELL FRIENDS AND
FAMILY ABOUT THE
PROGRAM.

From Our Mailbox/Email box

A thank you was received from recipients of gift cards: “First Christian Church, The past 15
months have been a challenge for us. We want to say ‘Thank You!’ But those words don’t
seem to express our gratitude for the gift cards you gave us. Melissa & I went to the store and
got milk, TP, paper towels, Kleenex, laundry detergent, and so many essentials for mom’s
house, and as the weeks passed, we were replenishing over and over to care of them. Thank
you also for your prayers. They are getting us through this time. Sincerely, Margo Carrier,
Melissa Hasty & family, Deb Maurer & family”

PLEASE NOTE: The church ladies have decided to continue
with the tie blanket making project.
So if you would like to donate money for this project, send
checks to the church, “blanket project” in the memo, and
we will continue to make blankets for local groups in need.
All are welcome to come work on them and enjoy the fellowship when they are working on them again Saturday,
October 12th at 9AM. So, if you don’t think working outside would work for you, come share with others inside
who will be making fleece blankets as a mission project
that we will be gifting to various places around Spencer.
You don’t have to have experience, we can show you what
to do.

We are looking for song leaders, and people to learn the audio/video system in the
sanctuary. See Julie if you are interested in learning how to do the audio/video system. Let Dorothy know if you are interested in volunteering in one or more of the other positions in the church for the Sunday worship schedule. The October Serving
Schedule is posted on the bulletin board. Thanks.
Disciple Women/CWF
Circle is meeting October 17th at 1:30p.m. All ladies are welcome to come
and join the fun and fellowship. Omelet Breakfast/Bake Sale is Saturday,
October 5th from 7a.m. to 11a.m. Baked goods can be brought out starting
Friday. Put it on your calendar and join us. Volunteers are welcome to
help in shifts during the breakfast.

Disciple Men/CMF
Church Fall Cleanup Day: October 12th at 9:00 a.m. See Stan for more details. We
are getting ready for the CMF Thanksgiving Dinner………..watch for details to come
for that.

October Anniversaries
Ken & Carolyn Hicks
Brian & Sonya Nash
Rodney & Dawn Anderson
Wendell & Vivian Anderson
Kelly & Amanda Blume

October Birthdays
10/8
10/8
10/14
10/19
10/24

Happy 61st Anniversary
Wendell & Vivian

Temi Otaniyi
Linda Zech
Madalyn Lorenz
Mike Williams
Dorothy Machholz
Irvin Stevenson
Nicholas Sebastian
Donna Stanford
Kore Otaniyi
Joshua Guider
Ardith Stevenson
Shelby Heilman
Stan Nissen
Wren Anderson

10/3
10/4
10/5
10/7
10/10
10/11
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/17
10/27
10/28
10/30
10/31

Happy 82nd Birthday
Please contact the church office at 712-2622945 or email to office@spencerdisciples.org
with any updates or changes to marital status,
membership status, etc. We have discovered
some errors in past postings and would like to
get current information from you to stay up to
date. Thanks much.

Irvin Stevenson
Happy 72nd Birthday
Donna Stanford

October Lectionary Readings
Week of:
October 6

Lamentations 1:16, 3:19-26

Psalm 137

2 Timothy 1:1-14

Luke 17:5-10

2 Timothy 2:8-15

Luke 17:11-19

Psalm 37:1-9

Habakkuk 1:1-4,;
2:1-4
October 13

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7

Psalm 66:1-12

2 Kings 5:1-3, 715c

Psalm 111

October 20

Jeremiah 31:27-34
Genesis 32:22-31

Psalm 119:97-104
Psalm 121

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

Luke 18:1-8

October 27

Joel 2:23-32
Sirach 35:12-17

Psalm 65
Psalm 84:1-7

Jeremiah 14:7-10, 1922
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 1618

Luke 18:9-14

2019 Upper Midwest Regional Prayer Calendar
You are invited to join us as Disciples Together across the region in praying for different congregations, pastors, general units, and regions each week during
the next year. A schedule has been prepared which includes a region or general unit and two or three congregations and pastors in our region each week.
We hope you will print these requests in your weekly bulletins and church newsletters.
Date

Congregation

Pastor(s)

Other Pastors

General Church and Regional Ministries

in the Region

Oct.
6,
2019
Oct .
13,
2019

Oct
20,
2019

First Christian Church, Clarinda, IA

Mike Harvey

Donald Slaughter

First Christian Church, Spencer, IA

JoAnn Thomas

Margaret Hutchens
Stasia Fine

United Baptist-Christian Church, Duluth,
MN

Tab Baumgartner

Howard Street Christian Church, Colfax,
IA

Tom Burns

Lacona Christian Church, Lacona, IA

Connie Wacht

John McCaw

First Christian Church, Sioux Falls, SD

Dennis Lake

James Crapson

Bev Lillie
Shirley Lockard

Woodlawn Christian Church, Lake City,
IA
Runnells Christian Church, Runnells, IA

Roy Karlen

Lynn Crenshaw
Jan Linn

Katie Russell

Central Rocky Mountain Region — includes Colorado, Wyoming, Northwest
New Mexico, Idaho, Utah

Don Naftz

Eric Johnson
Oct.
27,
2019

Reconciliation Ministries—fights against
the primary causes of racism in North
America. It funds programs at local and
regional levels

Andy Elliott

Church Extension—works directly with
congregations, with building needs, fund
raising, and resources for new church
starts and congregational revitalization.
Global Ministries/Division of Overseas
Ministries—our overseas mission work
which we do jointly with the United Church
of Christ

OFFICE HOURS
Monday: 8:30 — 3:00

Tuesday: 8:30 — 3:00
Wednesday: 8:30 — 3:00
Thursday: 8:30 — 3:00
Friday: 8:30 — 3:00
Custodian’s Hours: TBD.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Will be the Tuesday before the last Sunday of the month with the exception of some months
due to the holidays. The next deadline is October 22nd.

www.spencerdisciples.org
JoAnn Thomas, Pastor
revthomas77@gmail.com
641-840-9287
Dorothy Machholz, Office
office@spencerdisciples.org or
dorothy@spencerdisciples.org
Tim Gray, Chair

Sam Gray, Custodian
Carolyn Hicks, Parish Nurse
carolyn@spencerdisciples.org

When you or a family member is hospitalized,
please let the church office know at
712-262-2945 so we can have the opportunity to
minister to you. The hospital is not allowed to
tell us of patient admissions.

First Christian Church
701 East 18th Street
PO Box 1440
Spencer, IA 51301

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Phone: 712-262-2945
E-mail:
office@spencerdisciples.org

Mailing Address
Label Here

First Christian Church . . .
. . A Community journeying together in faith, seeking
God’s will and being transformed into committed
Disciples of Jesus Christ.
As a community journeying together in faith, we
covenant to:
gather around Christ’s table,
listen to the Holy Spirit,
seek God in prayer,
compassionately and lovingly serve others,
live out and share the gospel,
turn our lives and our church over to the lordship
of Christ Jesus.

Invite a friend or neighbor to church.

